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 The Importance of Smooth Muscle Cells in Atherosclerotic Foam Cell Formation

 	 Recent	studies	from	our	laboratory	indicate	smooth	muscle	cells	are	the	major	source	of	foam	cells	
in	both	human	and	mouse	atherosclerosis.	These	findings	will	be	placed	in	context	with	the	role	of	

macrophages, and compare and contrast atherogenesis in humans and mice.
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Differential Effects of Apolipoproteins on Inflammation and CHD Risk

This	presentation	will	describe	several	functions	of	apolipoproteins	that	have	the	potential	to	reduce	coro-
nary	heart	disease	risk.	Development	of	therapies	that	translate	these	functions	into	agents	that	reduce	major	
cardiovascular	events	is	an	area	of	significant	interest.	Challenges	associated	with	these	activities	will	be	
presented.
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 From Sewer to Saviour: Links Between Lymphatic Function and Atherosclerosis 

 	 Unprecedented	insight	on	the	path	cholesterol	is	taking	to	leave	the	atherosclerotic	lesion	has	been	brought	
forward:	we	propose	novel	concepts	placing	front	stage	the	lymphatic	system	in	the	onset	and	progression	
of	atherosclerosis.	Our	overarching	goal	is	to	delineate	the	specific	biological	functions	of	the	lymphatic	

system that modulate the atherosclerotic process.
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